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 2020 WINNER OF THE ETHEL 

WALKER SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

Jillian Payne is the winner of this yearôs scholarship award and is the 

granddaughter of Jim Brooker. 

Jillian plans to study Graphic Design and possibly Advertising at the 

University of Florida beginning this fall. Following graduation she is 

considering graduate school to give herself the additional edge in the 

business field. 

Our association wishes you the very best in all of your future en-

deavors. GOD BLESS! 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Due to the reunion cancellation, we are publishing 

this issue of the Buccaneer looking forward to our 

2021 reunion in San Diego since there will be no re-

union events to report as in other years. 

Also due to the 2020 reunion cancellation, the Class 
of 2020 Directors have agreed to serve another term 
until 2021 and so forth for the other classes. 

We constantly strive to minimize the size of issues to 
keep our mailing and printing expenses to a mini-
mum. We use a tight format leaving no voids on 
pages to eliminate wasted space. 

We suggest that all members who use computers 
receive their Buccaneer at our website. This way 
you will receive your copy sooner and be able to 
print it in color. In addition, significant expense to 
the Association is saved by not having to print and 
mail a paper copy. 
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Treasurer            Bob Peters 
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Historian            Richard Scales 
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Buccaneer Editor/Publisher          Chuck Fiedler 
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Joe DuErmit / Norm Thompson / Bob Zeller Jr. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAIRMAN 

 

Ahoy Shipmates! 

 

Iôm sure you have heard someone say: ñI have good news and I have bad news.ò Well, 

the bad news is the COVID virus that has devastated our country and has also done a 

number on our reunion for this year. However, donôt despair, we do have good news. 

 

Berlyn Ware and others have worked hard over the years to put together a joint reun-

ion. It now seems to have become a reality. We are in the process of putting together a 

joint reunion for the first time with the USS Hornet in San Diego for 2021. 

 

Our reunion coordinator for 2021will be Tom Ferelli, and he is now in the process of 

working with the Hornet in putting it all together. Tom will have more on that later. 

 

Since we will not be having our normal business meetings this year, we have asked 

our board members and the treasurer, who are up for election, to extend their service 

for another year. We look forward to getting back to Essex business next year in San 

Diego and resuming our meetings as usual. 

 

Although our association, along with others, is dwindling in membership, we still 

have some who join. The old carrier fleet is gone now and many of us are too. The 

rest of us are getting old but hopefully the newer LHD sailors will be picking up the 

slack and keeping our Association alive and around for many years to come. 

 

Smooth Sailing and Stay Safe, 

 

H. Bruce Sims, Chairman 
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CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

     The Easter Holidays could not be celebrated in our traditional ways. Our dear Lord cer-

tainly arranged an unusual and unexpected way for us to celebrate our Lenten season as well 

as Holy Week and Easter. I hope all of our families had a nice Easter holiday. 

     The most important part of our lives is our concern for our familyôs health and wellbe-

ing. We need to pray for a vaccine to combat the COVID-19 virus. Please pray for our ship-

matesô family members who are health care workers. They put themselves and their families 

at risk every time they go to work. Our members and their families need to protect them-

selves in a reasonable way to reduce the chance of being exposed to the virus.  

     Our veterans who do not have access to VA health care should apply to a VA eligibility 

person to find out what they may be entitled to. You will need your DD 214. It is worth the 

time to find out what is available to you. By the way, there is a form called ñThe Cannot 

Work Formò do not miss out on benefits that you may have earned! 

     God bless you, stay well and safe. 

 

Prayer for our troops 

We ask you Lord, to bless the members of our armed forces. Give them courage, hope, and 

strength. May they ever experience your firm support, gentle love, and compassionate heal-

ing. Be their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light. To you be all glory, 

honor, and praise now and forever. 

God bless our troops and their families. 

God bless America and God bless you. 

Bob Nause 

Chaplain 
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TREASURERôS REPORT 
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